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IN THE CLAIMS: 



Claims 1-39 have been amended. 



T! (currently amended) A method tor retrieving a retrieval obi#6t of 
sensuous imag e an impression meeting with sensuous imag e an impression of a 
retrieving word among a plurality of retrieval objects on th e bas i ^/of a g i v e n r e tr ie v i ng 
word, comprising: 

stor i ng pre-storing an expression word map, in whi^h a plurality of expression 
words expressing s e nsuous imag e s impressions of retrieval objects are arranged on a 
virtual space depending upon a degree of association of thos e s e nsuous i mag e s the 
impressions ar e arrang e d ; 

and stor i ng pre-storing said plyralUy of/retrieval objects; and 

^derMng a position of the expression 



i ncluding a f i rst position d e r i ving 
word corr e spond e d corresponding to s£id retrieval object or the position of the 



expression word contained in e ach jof said retrieving object \n on said virtual space, 
a r e tri e v i ng obj e ct map g e n e ration st e p of generating a retrieval object map 
arranging said respective retrieval objects on said virtual space on the basis of the 
position d e r i v e d at sa i d firs/ posit i on d e r i v i ng st e p of the corresponding expression 
word , 

a s e cond pos i tion d e r i v i ng st e p of deriving a position of said retrieving word on 
said virtual space with reference to said expression word map , and 

r e tr ie va l dpj e ct r e tr ie v i ng st e p of retrieving the retrieval object of s e nsuous imag e 
the impression meeting with s e nsuous imag e the impression of said retrieving word 
among a plurality of retrieval objects on the basis of the position d e r i v e d at sa i d s e cond 
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pos i tion d e r i v i ng st e p of said retrieving word with reference to said retrieval objec^hriap. 

2. (currently amended) A retrieving method as set forth in claim 1/foherein 
said r e tr ie va l obj e ct r e tr ie v i ng st e p retrieving the retrieval object of the impression 
meeting with the impression of said retrieving word retrieves the retrieval object at a 
position having a sma lle r smallest distance to a posit i on d e r i v e d art sa i d s e cond pos i t i on 
d e riv i ng st e p i n said virtual spac e w i th r e f e r e nc e to sa i d r e tri^a l obj e ct map i n 
asc e nd i ng ord e r the position of the retrieving word . 

3. (currently amended) A retrieving iprf^thod^as set forth in claim 1 , wherein 
said r e tr ie va l obj e ct r e tr i ev i ng st e p retrieving the removal object of the impression 
meeting with the impression of said retrieving weird retrieves the retrieval object at a 
position having smaller an angle, defii^ed-by/ straight line connecting a position in said 
virtual space derived by sa i d s e cond pos i tion d e riving st e p said deriving the position of 
said retrieving word and an origin of sara virtual space , smaller than an angle defined 
by and a straight line connecting a position of said retrieving object in said virtual space 
and the origin of said virtual spaqe, with reference to said retrieval object map in 
ascending order. 

4. (currently amehded) A retrieving method as set forth in any on e of c l a i ms 
1 to 3 claims 1 or 2 , wherein said retrieval object is data including said expressing 
word, and said method compr i s e s e xpr e ss i on word e xtracting st e p of includes 
extracting said expression word from said retrieval object and oxpross i on word 
corr e spond e nc e 4t e p of storing said retrieval object with correspondence with the 
expression wiDrd extracted in said expression word extracting step. 

5. / (currently amended) A retrieving method as set forth in any on e of c l a i ms 
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1 to 4 claims 1 or 2 , wherein said retrieval objects are stored with attribute informaJi6n 
indicative of attributes of said retrieval object, 

said method compr i s e s s e cond r e tr ie va l obj e ct r e tr ie v i ng st e p of includes 
retrieving retrieval object corresponding to attribute information matching with a given 
attribute information among said plurality of retrieval objects on the Jjasis of the given 
attribute information, and 

said r e tr ie val obj e ct r e tr ie ving st e p r e tri e v e s retrieving tHe retrieval object of 
s e nsuous i mag e the impression meeting with s e nsuous i mag e the impression of said 
retrieving word among retrieval objects retrieypd ^lar^id s e cond r e tr ie va l obj e ct 
r e tr ie v i ng st e p corresponding to attribute/^nformatio attribute information . 

6. (currently amended) ^/&ystem for ^6t|ievina^ retrieval object of 
s e nsuous imag e an impression meeting with rensuousnmag e an impression of a 
retrieving word among a plurality of retrieval objects on th e basis of a g i v e n r e tr ie v i ng 
word, comprising: 

expression word map storage/fneans for stor i ng pre-storing an expression word 
map, in which a plurality of expression words_expressing s e nsuous i mag e s impressions 
of retrieval objects are arranges on a virtual space depending upon a degree of 
association of thos e s e nsuous imag e s the impressions ar e arrang e d , 

retrieval object sto/age means for stor i ng pre-storing said plurality of retrieving 
objects, 

first position deriving means for deriving a position of the expression word 
corr e spond e d corresponding to said retrieval object or the position of the expression 
word contained in e ach of said retrieving object m on said virtual space, 
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a retrieving object map generation means for generating a retrieval object^ap 
arranging said respective retrieval objects on said virtual space on the basis of the 
position der i v e d at said first pos i tion der i v i ng m e ans of the corresponding Repression 
word , 

a second position deriving means for deriving a position of saifl retrieving word 
on said virtual space with reference to said expression word may and 

a retrieval object retrieving means for retrieving the retrieval object of s e nsuous 
i mago the impression meeting with s e nsuous i mage ^ ^moression of said retrieving 
word among a plurality of retrieval objects p(\ the basis p\ the position d e r i v e d at sa i d 
s e cond pos i tion d e r i v i ng m e ans of sai^f retrieving ^fsk ^^^\ex%x\QB to said retrieval 
object map. 

7. (currently amended) A retrieving/system as/§et forth in claim 6, wherein 
said retrieval object retrieving means retriey6s the retrieval object at a position having a 
smaller smallest distance to a pos i t i on d e r i v e d at sffld s e cond pos i tion d e r i v i ng m e ans 
i n sa i d virtua l spac e w i th r e f e r e nc e toysaid r e tri e va l obj e ct map i n asc e nd i ng ord e r to 
the position of the retrieving word . 

8. (currently amended) A retrieving system as set forth in claim 6, wherein 
said retrieval object retrieving/means retrieves the retrieval object at a position having 
sroalieF an angle defined by a straight line connecting a position in said virtual space 
derived by said second position deriving means and an origin of said virtual space A 
smaller than an anglga defined by af*d a straight line connecting a position of said 
retrieving object in/said virtual space and the origin of said virtual space, with reference 
to said retrieval/object map. 
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9. (currently amended) A retrieving system as set forth in any 



</no of 



c l a i ms 



6 to 8 claims 6 or 7 , wherein said retrieval object is data including saicj /oxproGG i ng 
expression word, and 

said system comprises expression word extracting means'for extracting said 
expression word from said retrieval object and expression wora correspondence means 
for storing said retrieval object w i th corr e spond e nc e w i th corresponding to the 
expression word extracted m by said expression word exacting means. 

1 0. (currently amended) A retrieving systepfi as set forth in any on e of c l a i ms 
6 to 9 claims 6 or 7 , wherein said retrieval otfjectSyarjB stored with attribute information 
indicative of attributes of said retrieval ^bjecfr N 

said system comprises second retrieval olDjeicJ^etrieving means for retrieving 
retrieval object corresponding to attribute jnforjpdtion matching with a given attribute 
information among said plurality of retrieval objects on the basis of the given attribute 
information, and 

said retrieval object retrieving means retrieves the retrieval object of s e nsuous 
i mag e impression meeting with ^ e nsuous i mag e impression of said retrieving word 
among retrieval objects retrieved by said retrieval object retrieving means. 

1 1 . (currently amemded) A r e tri e v i ng program for r e tr ie v i ng r e tr ie va l obj e ct of 
s e nsuous i mag e i mpr e ssion m ee t i ng w i th s e nsuous i mag e i mpr e ss i on of r e tr ie ving 
word among a p l ura li tyof r e tri e va l obj e cts on th e bas i s of a g i v e n r e tri e v i ng word , 

A computer-readable medium having encoded thereon a computer-readable 
retrieving programs for use with a computer the 

fe^computer compris i ng e xpr e ssion word map storag e moans for st o rin g pre- 



20457047v1 



6 



PATENT 
58205-250558 

storing an expression word map, in which a plurality of expression words expressing 

s e nsuous i mag e s impressions of retrieval objects on a virtual space depending upon a 
degree of association of thos e s e nsuous i mag e s the impressions are arranged, 
r e tri e va l obj e ct storag e m e ans for stor i ng and pre-storinq said pluraMy of retrieving 
objects , the retrieving program when executed causes the computer to : 

said program making to e x e cut e a process roa l izod byiirst pos i tion deriv i ng 
m e ans for d e r i v i ng derive a position of the expression worcr correspond e d 
corresponding to said retrieval object or Vp(^Dos\t\ol ofj^e expression word contained 
in each of said retrieving object m onySaid virtu^pace, 

a r e tr ie ving obj e ct map g e n e ratien m e ansyfw gen e rat i ng generate a retrieval 
object map arranging said respective retrieval/objects on said virtual space on the basis 
of the position d e r i v e d at sa i d f i rst pos i t i on /f e r i v i ng m e ans of the expression word 
corresponding to said retrieval object , 

a s e cond pos i t i on d e r i v i ng means for d e r i v i ng derive a position of said retrieving 
word on said virtual space with reference to said expression word map , and 

and r e tr ie va l obj e ct r e tri e v i ng m e ans for r e tr ie v i ng retrieve the retrieval object of 
s e nsuous i mag e the impression meeting with s e nsuous imag e the impression of said 
retrieving word among a plurality of retrieval objects on the basis of the position d e r i v e d 
at sa i d s e cond pos i t i oi/d e riv i ng m e ans of said retrieving word with reference to said 
retrieval object map/ 

12. (currently amended) A method for generating a retrieval object map to be 
used for a metttod of retrieving a retrieval object of s e nsuous imag e an impression 
meeting with /s e nsuous i mag e an impression of a retrieving word among a plurality of 
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retrieval objects on th e bas i s of a g i v e n retriev i ng word using said retrieval object map, 

/ 

in which a plurality of expression words expressing sensuous i magofc impressions of 
retrieval objects are arranged on a virtual space depending upor/a degree of 
association of thos e s e nsuous i mag e s the impressions ar e a Rang e d , comprising: 

stor i ng p^e -storing an expression word map, in which a plurality of expression 
words expressing sonsuous i mages impressions of retrieval objects are arranged on a 
virtual space depending upon the degree of association of thos e s e nsuous imag e s the 
impressions ar e arrang e d , and stor i ng Qre^g^gj(a\d plurality of retrieval objects with 
corr e spond e nc e corresponding to said exj^ssim words; ar*4 

including a first posit i on d e riv i ng^st e p oM eriving a position of the expression 
word corr e spond e d corresponding td said retriev^r^bject or the position of the 
expression word contained in e ach of saia retrieving object m on said virtual space, and 

a r e tr ie v i ng obj e ct map g e n e ration st e p of generating a retrieval object map 
arranging said ^respective retrieval objects on said virtual space on the basis of the 
position d e r i v e d at sa i d first pos i t i on d e riv i ng st e p of the expression word . 

13. (currently amended) A retrieval object map generating method as set 
forth in claim 12, wherein saiof retrieval object is stored with corr e spond e nc e with 
corresponding to a retrieva/object describing document as descriptive text for said 
retrieval object and d e scrib i ng which describes the s e nsuous i mag e impression of said 
retrieval object and corresponding to a supplementary document including said 
expression word supplementing said retrieval object descriptive document, 

said method /compr i s e s including , e xpr e ssion word e xtracting st e p of extracting 
said expression word from said retrieval object descriptive document and said 
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supplementary document corresponding to said retrieval object witl^reference to said 
expression word map, and J 

sa i d first pos i tion d e r i ving st e p d e r i v e s th e deriving a position of the expression 
word extracted at sa i d e xpr e ss i on word e xtracting st e p frortf said retrieval object 
descriptive document and said supplementary document corresponding to said 
retrieval object with reference to said expression wore* map. 

14. (currently amended) A retrieval object map generating method as set 

forth in claim 13, wherein each of said retnpvsfl"rojects is stored w i th corr e spondence 

7 

with corresponding to an attribute ini^ma^ion^iWi^tive of said retrieval object in 
addition to said retrieval object d^criptive^ject^ind said supplementary document. 

15. (currently amended) A system ion generating a retrieval object map to be 
used for a system of retrieving a retrieval object of s e nsuous i mag e an impression 
meeting with s e nsuous i mag e an in/pression of a retrieving word among a plurality of 
retrieval objects on th e basis of ar g i v e n r e tri e v i ng word using said retrieval object map, 
in which a plurality of expression words expressing s e nsuous i mag e s impressions of 
the retrieval objects are arranged on a virtual space depending upon a degree of 
association of thos e s e nsuous i mag e s the impressions ar e arrang e d , comprising: 

expression worcr storage means for storing pre-storing an expression word map, 
in which a plurality o/expression words expressing s e nsuous i mag e s impressions of 
the retrieval objects are arranged on a virtual space depending upon the degree of 
association of thos e s e nsuous i mag e s the impressions ar e arrang e d , 

retrieval object storage means for stor i ng pre-storing said plurality of retrieval 
objects w i tty corr e spond e nc e corresponding to said expression words, 
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a first position deriving means for deriving a position of the exj^ssion word 
corr e spond e d corresponding to said retrieval object or the positipfh of the expression 
word contained in e ach of said retrieving object m on said virtual space, and 

a retrieving object map generation means for generating a retrieval object map 
arranging said respective retrieval objects on said virtual space on the basis of the 
position derived at said first position deriving step means . 

16. (currently amended) A retrieval object map generating system as set 
forth in claim 15, wherein said retrieval^bjec^storage means stores each of said 
retrieval objects with corr e spondent corregpSntiing with a retrieval object describing 
document as descriptive text for said r^syaLobject and descr i bing which describes 
the s e nsuous imag e impression of ssnd retrieval object and a supplementary document 
including said expression word supplementing said retrieval object descriptive 
document, 

said syst e m comprised an expression word extracting means for e xtract i ng 
extracts said expression word from said retrieval object descriptive document and said 
supplementary document corresponding to said retrieval object with reference to said 
expression word map, and 

said first position deriving means derives the position of the expression word 
extracted at said expression word extracting step means with reference to said 
expression word map. 

17. /currently amended) A retrieval object map generating system as set forth 
in claim A6, wherein each of said retrieval objects is stored w i th corr e spond e nc e w i th 
corresponding to an attribute information indicative of said retrieval object in addition to 
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said retrieval object descriptive object and said supplementary docurrjent. 

/ 

18. (currently amended) A method for retrieving a graphic irfiage of sensuous 
i mag e an impression meeting with s e nsuous i mag e an impression of a retrieving word 
among a plurality of graphic images on th e basis of a g i v e n r e tri e v i ng word , comprising: 

stor i ng pre-storing an expression word map, in whiclVa plurality of expression 
words expressing s e nsuous imag e s impressions of grapbnc images are arranged on a 
virtual space depending upon a degree of association/6f thos e s e nsuous imag e s the 
impressions ar e arrang e d , afid 

storing pre-storing said plurality of#aphic>W3€t^ed; ar*4 

i ncluding a first pos i t i on d e r i v i ng! st e p of jgferiving a position of the expression 
word corr e spond e d corresponding to said graphic/lmage or the position of the 
expression word contained in oach of saicr graphic image m on said virtual space, 

a graph i c i mage map g e n e rat i oiVst e p of generating a graphic image map 
arranging said respective graphic images on said virtual space on the basis of the 
position d e riv e d at sa i d f i rst positk/n d e r i v i ng st e p of the expression word , 

a s e cond pos i t i on d e r i v i rig st e p of deriving a position of said retrieving word on 
said virtual space with reference to said expression word map , and 

graph i c i mag e r e tr i ev i ng st e p of retrieving the graphic image of s e nsuous i mag e 
the impression meeting with s e nsuous i mag e the impression of said retrieving word 
among a plurality of graphic images on the basis of the position d e riv e d at sa i d s e cond 
pos i t i on d e r i v i ng step of said retrieving word with reference to said graphic image map. 

19. (currently amended) A retrieving method as set forth in claim 18, wherein 
said graphic inrag e r e tr ie ving st e p r e tri e v e s retrieving the graphic image of the 
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impression meeting with the impression of said retrieving word retrieves ^ graphic 
image at a position having a smal le r smallest distance to a pos i t i on dpfivod at said 
s e cond pos i t i on d e riv i ng st e p i n sa i d v i rtua l spac e w i th r e f e r e nc e tc/sa i d graph i c i mag e 
map in ascend i ng order the position of the retrieving word . / 

20. (currently amended) A retrieving method as ser forth in claim 18, wherein 
said graphic i mag e r e tr ie ving st e p retrieving the graphic ircrage of the impression 
meeting with the impression of said retrieving word retrieves the graphic image at a 
position having sma lle r an angle defined by a^traighjf line connecting a position in said 
virtual space derived by sa i d s e cond posit i on dor^g'step deriving the position of said 
retrieved word and an origin of said virtual spare , smaller than an angle defined by and 
a straight line connecting a position of said araphic'image in said virtual space and the 
origin of said virtual space, with referencerto said graphic image map in ascending 
order. / 

21 . (currently amended) ^retrieving method as set forth in any on e of c l aims 
18 to 20 claims 18 or 19 , whereicr each of said graphic images is stored with 
corr e spond e nc e with corresponding to an attribute information indicative of attributes of 
said graphic image, / 

said method compr i s e s s e cond graph i c i mag e r e tr ie ving st e p of includes 
retrieving a graphic iniage corresponding to the attribute information matching with a 
given attribute infomiation among said plurality of graphic images on the basis of the 
given attribute information, and 

said graphic imag e r e tr ie v i ng st e p r e tr ie v e s retrieving the graphic image of 
s e nsuous i mag e the impression meeting with sensuous i mago the impression of said 
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retrieving word among the graphic images r e tr ie v e d at said socond graph i c imag e 



r e tr ie v i ng st e p matching with the given attribute information . / 

22. (currently amended) A system for retrieving a graphic image of s e nsuous 
i mag e an impression meeting with s e nsuous imag e an impresanon of a retrieving word 
among a plurality of graphic images on th e basis of a g i v e n>retri e v i ng word , comprising: 

expression word map storage means for storing /re-storing an expression word 
map, in which a plurality of expression words expressing s e nsuous i mag e s impressions of 
graphic images are arranged on a virtual space depending upon a degree of association of 
thos e s e nsuous i mag e s the impressions ar^lanWig e d , 

graphic image storage meansiorl^i ^ said plurality of graphic images, 

first position deriving means for (ffifoina /a position of the expression word 
corresponded to said graphic image or tj^e petition of the expression word contained in 
e ach of said graphic image m on said Virtual space, 

a graphic image map generation means for generating a graphic image map 
arranging said respective graphic/mages on said virtual space on the basis of the position 
derived at said first position deriving means, 

a second position de/ving means for deriving a position of said retrieving word on 
said virtual space with reference to said expression word map , and 

graphic image retrieving means for retrieving the graphic image of s e nsuous i mag e 
the impression meeting with s e nsuous i mag e the impression of said retrieving word among 
a plurality of graonic images on the basis of the position derived at said second position 
deriving mean/with reference to said graphic image map. 

23. /(currently amended) A retrieving system as set forth in claim 22, wherein 



20457047v1 



13 



PATENT 
58205-250558 

said graphic image retrieving means retrieves the graphic image apposition having a 
smaller smallest distance to a the position derived at said second" position deriving 
means if* on said virtual space with reference to said graphic/mage map in ascending 
order. 

24. (currently amended) A retrieving system a£ set forth in claim 22, wherein 
said graphic image retrieving means retrieves the gracmic image at a position having 
sma l l e r an angle ± defined by a straight line connecting a position in said virtual space 
derived by said second position deriving me^rrTjifid an origin of said virtual space A 
smaller than an angle defined by af*4 a^rdigh^me^onnecting a position of said 
graphic image in said virtual space aijid the^rigih^eff said virtual space, with reference 
to said graphic image map. 

25. (currently amended) A retrieving system as set forth i n any on e of claims 22 
te-24 in claims 22 or 23 , wherein said graphic images are stored with attribute 
information indicative of attributes jof said graphic image, 

sa i d syst e m compris e s a second graphic image retrieving means for r e tr ie v i ng 
retrieves graphic image corresponding to the attribute information matching with a 
given attribute information among said plurality of graphic images on the basis of the 
given attribute information, and 

said graphic image retrieving means retrieves the graphic image of s e nsuous 
i mag e the impressiorr meeting with s e nsuous i mag e the impression of said retrieving 
word among the gipphic images retrieved at said second graphic image retrieving 
means. 

26. (c/rrently amended) A retrieving method as set forth in any on e of c l a i ms 
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22 to 25 claims 22 or 23 , which is applied for retrieval of hair style jj/aphic images 
expressing hair styles. 

27. (currently amended) A retrieving method as set f6rth in claim 26, wherein 
said virtual space is a spac e of coordinate system having a /irst axis and a second axis 
perpendicular to said first axis, 

said first axis is assigned for amount of sense ofifaynamic as quantified on one 
axial direction and amount of sense of smart as quantified on the other direction , and 

the second axis is assigned for amount of sense of masculine g as quantified on 
one axial direction and amount of sepsiaof f^p^fn^as quantified on the other 
direction / 

28. (currently amended) A retrievtfcunethod as set forth in claim 26, wherein 
said virtual space is a spac e of coordinat^system having a first axis and a second axis 
perpendicular to said first axis, 

said first axis is assigned for arftount of sense of dynamic as quantified on one 
axial direction and amount of sense^of smart as quantified on the other direction , and 

the second axis is assigned for amount of sense of heavy g as quantified on one 
axial direction and amount of sense of light as quantified on the other direction. 

29. (currently amended) A graph i o i mag e r e tri e v i ng program for r e tr ie ving 
gr a ph i c i mag e of s e nsuous/ i mag e m ee t i ng w i th s e nsuous i mag e of r e tr ie v i ng word 
among a p l ura li ty of graph i c i mag e s on th e basis of a g i v e n r e tri e ving word, compr i s i ng: 

A computer-readable medium having encoded thereon a computer-readable 
graphic image retrieval program, for use with a computer, the 

fef-a computer compris i ng e xpr e ssion word map storag e m e ans for stor i ng pre- 
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storing an expression word map, in which a plurality of expression worclp expressing 
sensuous images impressions of graphic images on a virtual space depending upon a 
degree of association of thos e s e nsuous images the impressions are arranged, 

graphic i mag e storag e m e ans for storing and pre-storinp/ said plurality of graphic 
images, / 

the graphic image retrieval program, which when executed causes the computer 
to: / 

sa i d program making to e x e cut e a process rea li z e d by first pos i t i on d e r i v i ng 
m e ans for d e riv i ng derive a position of a rjK expression w^rd corr e spond e d 
corresponding to said graphic image or the p^tiorr^ the expression word contained 
in each of said graphic images in on said victual space, 

a graph i c i mag e map g e n e rat i on n/ e ans for g e n e rating generate a graphic image 
map arranging said respective graphic/mages on said virtual space on the basis of the 
position derived at sa i d f i rst pos i t i onyd e riv i ng m e ans of the expression word , 

a s e cond posit i on d e riv i ng iri e ans for d e riv i ng derive a position of said retrieving 
word on said virtual space with/eference to said expression word map , and 

and graph i c i mag e r e tn e v i ng m e ans for r e tr ie v i ng retrieve the graphic image of 
s e nsuous imag e the impression meeting with s e nsuous i mag e the impression of said 
retrieving word among ar plurality of graphic images on the basis of the position d e r i v e d 
at sa i d s e cond pos i t i on d e riv i ng m e ans of said retrieving word with reference to said 
graphic image marc 

30. (currently amended) A graph i c imag e r e tri e v i ng data us e d by a computer 
retrieving hair /tyle graphic images of s e nsuous imag e an impression meeting with 
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s e nsuous imag e an impression of a retrieving word among a plurality of hair style 



graphic images expressing ha i r s tyl e s on tho bas i s of givon retrieving word , 

a graphic image map storage device for stor i ng pre-stomg expression word 



map, i n wh i ch the graphic image map including a plurality of expression words 
expressing s e nsuous i mag e s impressions of the hair styke graphic images on a virtual 
space , where the virtual space is a spac e of coordinate system having a first axis and a 
second axis perpendicular to said first axis, depending upon a degree of association of 
the s e nsuous imag e s impressions , j J 

said first axis is assigned for afnount^^nse/of dynamic as quantified on one 
axial direction and amount of sens^of smartfas^antified on the other direction , and 

the second axis is assigned for ama/ym of sense of masculine g as quantified on 
one axial direction and amount of sense/of femininity as quantified on the other 



31 . (currently amended) A graph i c i mag e r e tr ie v i ng data us e d by a computer 
retrieving hair style graphic images of s e nsuous i mag e an impression meeting with 
s e nsuous imag e an impression/ of a retrieving word from among a plurality of hair style 
graphic images e xpr e ssing ha i r styl e s on tho bas i s of givon r e tr ie v i ng word comprising , 

a graphic image map storage device for a stor i ng pre-storing an expression word 



map, i n wh i ch the expression word map including a plurality of expression words 
expressing s e nsuous i mag e s impressions of the hair style graphic images on a virtual 
space , tfvhere the virtual space is a spac e of coordinate system having a first axis and a 
second axis perpendicular to said first axis, depending upon a degree of association of 
the s e nsuous i mag e s impressions . 



direction. 
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said first axis is assigned for amount of sense of dynamic a/ quantified on one 
axial direction and amount of sense of smart as quantified on th£ other direction , and 

the second axis is assigned for amount of sense of heavy g as quantified on one 
axial direction and amount of sense of light as quantified dn the other direction. 

32. (currently amended) A graph i c i mag e r e tr i ev i ng data us e d by a A computer 
retrieving hair style graphic images of s e nsuous i mag e an impression meeting with 
s e nsuous imag e an impression of a retrieving woca from among a plurality of hair style 
graphic images, comprising e xpr e ss i ng Lhair stylos^on th e bas i s of g i v e n r e tr ie v i ng word , 

a graphic image map storage oevice »i^teffl=i§ pre-storing a graphic image 
map, i n wh i ch the graphic image map incli/ding ar Dlurality of the hair style graphic 
images on a virtual space, where the victual space is a spac e of coordinate system 
having a first axis and a second axis perpendicular to said first axis, depending upon a 
degree of association of the s e nsu/ous i mag e s impressions , 

said first axis is assigned /or amount of sense of dynamic as quantified on one 
axial direction and amount offense of smart as quantified on the other direction and 

the second axis is assigned for amount of sense of masculine g as quantified on 
one axial direction and amount of sense of femininity as quantified on the other 
direction. 

33. (currently amended) A graph i c i mag e r e tr ie v i ng data us e d by a computer 
retrieving hair style'graphic images of s e nsuous imag e an impression meeting with 

m impression of a retrieving word among a plurality of hair style 
graphic images^ e xpr e ss i ng ha i r styl e s on th e bas i s of g i v e n r e tr ie v i ng word comprising , 
a grannie image map storage device for a storing pre-storing a graphic image 
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map, 4n wh i ch the graphic image map including a said plurality oyiair style graphic 
images on a virtual space , where the virtual space is a spaco of coordinate system 
having a first axis and a second axis perpendicular to said first axis, depending upon 
degree of association of the s e nsuous i mag e s impression^ . 

said first axis is assigned for amount of sense of/aynamic as quantified on one 
axial direction and amount of sense of smart as quantified on the other direction , and 

the second axis is assigned for amount of sense of heavy e as quantified on one 
axial direction and amount of sense of light-asWiantified on the other direction. 

34. (currently amended) A nrtethoaJor generating a graphic image map to be 

_/ x / 

used for a method of retrieving a gra^h^mfage ^ s e nsuous imag e an impression 
meeting with s e nsuous imag e an impressnon gf retrieving word among a plurality of 
graphic images to be retrieval objects an th e bas i s of a g i v e n r e tri e v i ng word using said 
graphic image map, in which a plurality of expression words expressing s e nsuous 
imag e s impressions of graphic images are arranged on a virtual space depending upon 
a degree of association of thos e /s e nsuous i mag e s the impressions ar e arr a ng e d , 
comprising: 

stor i ng pre-storing anyfexpression word map, in which a plurality of expression 
words expressing s e nsuous images impressions of the graphic images are arranged on 
a the virtual space depending upon the degree of association of thos e s e nsuous 

images the impressions ar e arranged , an4 

/ 

stor i ng pre-stpring said plurality of graphic images with correspondence to said 
/ 

expression words;/an4 

/ 

includ i ng first posit i on d e riv i ng st e p of deriving a position of the expression 
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word corresponded to said graphic image or the position of the expression word 
contained in oach of said graphic image m on said virtual space/and 

a graph i c i mag e map g e n e rat i on st e p of generating a oraphic image map 
arranging said respective graphic images on said virtual spice on the basis of the 
position d e r i v e d at sa i d f i rst pos i t i on d e r i v i ng st e p of the ^expression word . 

35. (currently amended) A graphic image rn^fp generating method as set 
forth in claim 34, wh e r e in said further including storipfg said graphic image is stor e d with 
correspondenc e w i th corresponding to a grapl^ ijjnage describing document as 
descriptive text for said graphic image a/fd ci e sc^J^ifTg ^ hich describes s e nsuous imag e 
the impression of said graphic image and a sup^me/htary document including said 
expression word supplemepting said graphic imagpxJescriptive document, 

sa i d m e thod compr i s e s e xpr e ss i on word e xtracting st e p of extracting said 
expression word from said graphic image descriptive document and said 
supplementary document corresponding to said graphic image with reference to said 
expression word map, and 

sa i d first pos i t i on d e r i v i ng stefr d e r i v e s deriving the position of the expression 
word extracted at sa i d e xpr e ss i on word e xtract i ng st e p from said graphic image 
descriptive document and said supplementary document corresponding to said graphic 
image with reference to said expression word map. 

36. (currently amended) A graphic image map generating method as set 
forth in claim 35, wherein each of said graphic images is stored w i th corr e spond e nc e 
with corresponding to anMtribute information indicative of said graphic image in 
addition to said graphic/mage descriptive object and said supplementary document. 
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37. (currently amended) A system for generating a graphic ima^e map to be 
used for a system of retrieving graphic images of sensuous i mag e an irrfpression 
meeting with s e nsuous imag e an impression of a retrieving word ampng a plurality of 
graphic images to b e graph i c imag e s on th e basis of a g i v e n r e tr i ev i ng word using said 
graphic image map, in which a plurality of expression words expressing s e nsuous 
imag e s impressions of graphic images are arranged on a virtual space depending upon 
a degree of association of thos e s e nsuous i mag e s the impressions a r e arrang e d , 
comprising: 

expression word storage means for st6r i ng prff-storing an expression word map, 
in which a plurality of expression words^pre^sjn ^ imag e s impressions of 

graphic images are arranged on a tha virtual SMC^depend/ng upon the degree of 
association of thos e s e nsuous i mag e s the impressions ar e arrang e d , 

graphic image storage means for stor i ng pre^oring said plurality of graphic 
images w i th corr e spond e nc e corresponding to said expression words, 

a first position deriving means for deriving a position of the expression word 
corresponded to said graphic image or the position of the expression word contained m 
on each of said graphic image ir/ said virtual space, and 

a graphic image map generation means for generating a graphic image map 
arranging said respective graphic images on said virtual space on the basis of the 
position derived at said first position deriving step means . 

38. (currently amended) A graphic image map generating system as set forth 
in claim 37, wh e r ei n/sa i d further including storing said graphic image i s stor e d with 
corr e spond e nc e W i th corresponding to a graphic image describing document as 
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descriptive text for said graphic image and descr i bing sonftuouo i mago , which 
describes the impression of said graphic image i and a Supplementary document 
including said expression word supplementing said^raphic image descriptive 
document, 

sa i d syst e m compris e s e xpr e ss i onism e xtract i ng st e p of extracting said 



expression word from said graphic jrfiage^%§cript|ve document and said 
supplementary document corresponding to sajtf graphic image with reference to said 
expression word map, and 

said f i rst pos i tion d e r i vina/st e p d e r i v e s deriving the position of the expression 
word extracted at said expression word extracting step with reference to said 
expression word map. 

39. (currently/amended) A graphic image map generating system as set forth 
in claim 38, wherein>each of said graphic images is stored with corr e spond e nc e w i th 
corresponding to/ an attribute information indicative of said graphic image in addition to 
said graphic irrlage descriptive object and said supplementary document. 
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